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Traditional Knowledge and Industrial Development
There is currently a growing interest in industrial initiatives and development in the general Greenlandic
population. Numerous scenarios for the establishment of industries that are based on natural resources such as
minerals, fish and oil are pursued in this regard. In considering the growing activities in the area of industrial
development, existing informal knowledge in Greenland may become a useful human resource and a societal
institution in the gradual process of transition from traditional to modern industries. This chapter
acknowledges and examines the potential benefits of informal knowledge in relation to capacity building,
sustainable development and employment opportunities within industry in Greenland. In acknowledging such
potential, we will discuss if possessing traditional knowledge (also called local knowledge and here from
referred to as TK), can be viewed as complementary qualifications and useful competences when it comes to
proposed industrial development in Greenland. The chapter will focus on how TK can be used to access
relevant competences in the development and ongoing transitions that are taking place in Greenlandic society
today, by emphasising the possibility of either promoting local content or securing local benefits through
derived opportunities. We perceive these transitions - not necessarily according to a western model of society
– but, rather as a unique course towards a modern Inuit society where activities may be combined without
compromising the opportunity to continue traditional activities.
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