
 
 
 
 
 
Elective course, Ilisimatusarfik, Spring 2024: 
"The Politics of Maritime Security in the Arctic" 
Teacher: Uffe Jakobsen (ufja@uni.gl)  
 
Readings: 
 
Class 1) Introduction: What is ‘maritime security’? What is ‘security’? What is the Arctic? 
Date: 1 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Bueger, Christian. 2015. “What is maritime security?” Marine Policy 53: 159–64. (Online.) 
 
Rahbek-Clemmensen, Jon. 2020. “Denmark and Greenland’s Changing Sovereignty and Security 
Challenges in the Arctic”. In Routledge Handbook of Arctic Security, red. Gunhild Hoogensen Gjørv, Marc 
Lanteigne, and Horatio Sam-Aggrey. London, New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 176–87. (E-
book.) 
 
Spence, Jennifer, Edward Alexander, Rolf Rødven, and Sara Harriger. 2023. ‘What Makes the Arctic 

and Its Governance Exceptional? Stories of Geopolitics, Environments and Homelands’. 
Arctic Yearbook 2023. (Online.) 

 
Class 2) Concepts and theories of security 
Date: 2 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Gjørv, Gunhild Hoogensen. 2020: “Security as an analytical tool: Human and comprehensive security 

approaches to understanding the Arctic”. In Routledge Handbook of Arctic Security (E-book.) 

Williams, Paul D. 2013. Chapter 1 In Security studies: An introduction. (E-book.) 

 

Class 3) Securitization of climate change 
Date: 5 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Wæver, Ole. 1995. “Securitization and descuritization”. In On security, ed. Ronnie D. Lipschutz. New 
York: Columbia University Press, 46–87. 
 
Corry, Olaf. 2012. “Securitisation and ‘Riskification’: Second-Order Security and the Politics of Climate 
Change”. Millennium 40(2): 235–58. (Online.) 
 
Palosaari, Teemu, og Nina Tynkkynen. 2015. “Arctic securitization and climate change”. In Handbook of 
the Politics of the Arctic, ed. L.C. Jensen og G. Hønneland. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing, 87–104. 
(E-book.) 
 



Class 4) Climate change and societal impact 
Date: 6 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Gunnarsson, Björn. 2021. “Recent Ship Traffic and Developing Shipping Trends on the Northern Sea 

Route—Policy Implications for Future Arctic Shipping”. Marine Policy 124. (Online.) 

Gunnarsson, Björn, and Arild Moe. 2021. “Ten Years of International Shipping on the Northern Sea 
Route: Trends and Challenges”. Arctic Review 12: 4–30. (Online.) 

AMAP (Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme). 2017. Adaptation actions for a changing Arctic 
(AACA) - Baffin Bay / Davis Strait Region overview report, Chapter 9: Shipping. (Online.) 

 
Class 5) Maritime security in the Arctic 
Date: 7 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Bueger, Christian, and Timothy Edmunds. 2017. “Beyond Seablindness: A New Agenda for Maritime 

Security Studies”. International Affairs 93(6): 1293–1311. (Online.) 

Marchenko, Nataliya, Natalia Andreassen, Odd Borch, Svetlana Kuznetsova, Valur Ingimundarson and 
Uffe Jakobsen. 2018. “Arctic Shipping and Risks: Emergency Categories and Response 
Capacities”. TransNav. The International Journal on Marine Navigation and Safety of Sea 
Transportation 12(1): 107–14. (Online.) 

Parson, James. 2018. “The history of safety management”. In Managing Maritime Safety, London: 
Routledge, 16–31. Ed. Oltedal, Helle A., and Margarera Lützhöft, pp. 16-31. (Online.) 

 

Class 6) Emergency prevention, preparedness and response  
Date: 8 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Andreassen, Natalia, and Odd Jarl Borch. 2020. “Co-ordination of Emergency Response Systems in High-

Complexity Environments: Structuring Mechanisms and Managerial Roles”. In Crisis and 
Emergency Management in the Arctic: Navigating Complex Environments, ed. Natalia 
Andreassen and Odd Jarl Borch. London: Routledge, 126–159. (E-book.) 

Jakobsen, Uffe. 2018. “Greenland’s Preparedness Capacities, Gaps and Need for Cooperation”. In 

Maritime Emergency Preparedness Resources in the Arctic: Capacity Challenges and the Benefits of 

Crossborder Cooperation between Norway, Russia, Iceland and Greenland. MARPART Project Report 4. 

Bodø: Nord University, 123–140. (Online.) 

Jakobsen, Uffe. 2019. “Greenland”. In Organizing emergency response in the European Arctic: A 

comparative study of Norway, Russia, Iceland and Greenland. MARPART Project Report 5, Bodø: Nord 

University, 172-183. (Online.) 

Arctic Council. 2011. “Agreement Arctic SAR Nuuk 2011”. (Online.) 



Arctic Council. 2013. “Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in 

the Arctic.” (Online.) 

 

Class 7) Midterm seminar: Presentation of elective readings (only master level students), brainstorming 
on subjects and research questions for final assignment and feedback. 
Date: 9 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
- Deadline for sending a draft: 8 February 2024 before 21.00 
 
 
Class 8) Societal security in the Arctic  
Date: 12 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Larsson, Sebastian, and Mark Rhinard. 2020. “Introduction: comparing and conceptualizing Nordic 
societal security”. In Nordic Societal Security: Convergence and Divergence. London: Routledge. (Online.) 
 
Rhinard, Mark. 2020. “Societal security in theory and practice”. In Nordic Societal Security: Convergence 
and Divergence. London: Routledge. (Online.) 
 
Bailes, Alison. 2014. “Societal security and small states”. In Small States and International Security: 

Europe and Beyond, ed. Alyson J. K. Bailes and Anders Wivel. Routledge. (E-book.) 

 

Class 9) Risks of natural hazards and precautionary possibilities  
Date: 13 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Lauta, Kristian Cedervall, and Adriaan Perrels. 2018. “Nordic Disaster Risk Reduction: Shared Spirit, 

Different Designs”. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 31: 1262–65. (Online.) 

Lauta, Kristian Cedervall, Morten Thanning Vendelø, Birgitte Refslund Sørensen, and Rasmus Dahlberg. 
2018. “Conceptualizing cold disasters: Disaster risk governance at the Arctic edge”. International 
Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 31: 1276–82. (Online.) 

Van Well, Lisa et al. 2018. “Resilience to Natural Hazards: An Analysis of Territorial Governance in the 

Nordic Countries”. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 31: 1283–94. (Online.) 

 
Class 10) Coast guard organisation and cooperation in the Arctic  
Date: 14 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Østhagen, Andreas. 2020. “Facing Arctic Challenges at Sea”. In Coast Guards and Ocean Politics in the 
Arctic, ed. Andreas Østhagen. Singapore: Springer, 1–10. (Online.) 
 
Østhagen, Andreas. 2020. “Maritime Sovereignty, Rights, and Cooperation”. In Coast Guards and Ocean 
Politics in the Arctic, ed. Andreas Østhagen. Singapore: Springer, 11–24. (Online.) 
 



Østhagen, Andreas. 2020. “Maritime Tasks and Challenges in the Arctic”. In Coast Guards and Ocean 
Politics in the Arctic, ed. Andreas Østhagen. Singapore: Springer Singapore, 25–32. (Online.) 
 
Østhagen, Andreas. 2020. “Coast Guards in the Arctic”. In Coast Guards and Ocean Politics in the Arctic, 

ed. Andreas Østhagen. Singapore: Springer, 33–46. (Online.) 

Class 11) Future politics of maritime security in the Arctic   
Date: 15 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
Berling, Trine Villumsen, Ulrik Pram Gad, Karen Lund Petersen, and Ole Wæver. 2021. “Introduction: 

translations of security”. In Translations of Security, Routledge. (Online.) 

Berling, Trine Villumsen, Ulrik Pram Gad, Karen Lund Petersen, and Ole Wæver. 2021. “Conclusion: 
analysing translations of security”. In Translations of Security, Routledge. (Online.) 

 
Class 12) Final seminar: Discussions of outlines for final assignment and feedback 
Date: 16 February 2024, 09.00-11.45 
 
- Deadline for outline of draft: 15 February 2024 before 21.00  

 


