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CURRICULUM VITAE FOR MARI KLEIST (FORMER HARDENBERG) 
Born September 17, 1974, in Nuuk, Kalaallit Nunaat/Greenland. Address: Gertrud Raskvej 47, 3900 
Nuuk, Greenland. Phone: +299 28 20 21. E-mail: makl@uni.gl 
 
EDUCATION  
2010-2013  PhD Prehistoric Archaeology, SAXO-Institute, Department of Prehistoric Archaeology, 

University of Copenhagen, Denmark.  
Dissertation: Trends and Ontology of Artistic Practices of the Dorset Culture  
800 BC – 1300 AD 

2007-2009 MA, Arctic Archaeology, Department of Archaeology, Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, Canada.  

 Thesis: In Search of Pre-contact Thule Children 
2004-2007  BA, Cultural- and Social History, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland. 

 BA project: Analyse af samspillet mellem marked og kunstneriske ambitioner i den 
grønlandske kunstverden, med udgangspunkt i fedtstensskærerne  

1998-2002 Teacher Education. Ilinniarfissuaq, Nuuk, Greenland. 
1999-2000 Teacher Education studies. The Faculty of Education, Hedmark University College, 

Elverum, Norway.   
  
CURRRENT ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
2022-present Head of Department. Department of Cultural and Social History, Ilisimatusarfik, 

University of Greenland.  
2021-present Associate Professor. Department of Cultural and Social History, Ilisimatusarfik, 

University of Greenland.  
2020-present Adjunct Assistant Professor. Department of Anthropology and Archaeology, 

University of Calgary, CA.  
 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
2018-2019 Postdoctoral Research Associate, Scott Polar Research Institute, University of 

Cambridge, UK. Principal Investigator Dr. Richard Powell.  
2016-2017 Special Advisor, Secretariat of the Reconciliation Commission, Premiers Office, 

Government of Greenland. 
2014-2016 Head of Secretariat, the Greenland Reconciliation Commission, Premiers Office, 

Naalakkersuisut/Government of Greenland. 
2010-2013 PhD candidate employee SAXO-Institute, Department of Prehistoric Archaeology, the 

Faculty of Humanities, University of Copenhagen. 
2002-2006 Teacher, elementary school Ukaliusaq, Nuuk, Greenland. 
 
COURSES TAUGHT AND INVITED LECTURES 
2022 Emnefag A/Subject Course A, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland.  
2022 Inuitkulturer II/Inuit Cultures II, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland. 
2021 Emnefag A/Subject Course A, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland.  
2021 “The Expedition would not have succeeded without them” The crucial role of the 

Inuit/Inughuit participants of the Fifth Thule Expedition across Arctic North America, 
1921-1924. Ernest “Tiger” Burch Memorial Lecture Series, 2021, Arctic Studies 
Center, Smithsonian.  
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2018 On the trace of Dorset Artistic Practices. IMAKA Lecture, Arctic Centre, University of 
Groningen, Netherlands.  

2018 Dorset Artistic Practices. Groningen Institute of Archaeology, University of Groningen, 
Netherlands.  

2018 Arctic Archaeology and Indigenous Perspectives in Greenland.  The Center for 
Indigenous America Studies, Leiden University, Netherlands.  

2015  Arctic Archaeology and Greenland Prehistory, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland.  
2013  Arctic Archaeology and Greenland Prehistory, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland.  
2010  Arctic Archaeology, SAXO-Institute University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 
2009 Arctic Archaeology and Greenland Prehistory, Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland.  
 
ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE  
2013-2021 External examiner and defense chair, Department of Cultural- and Social History, 

Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland.  
2017-2018 Independent Researcher. 
2014 External examiner, Master of Arts, School of Graduate Studies, Department of 

Archaeology, Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada.  
 
POSITION OF TRUST AND MEMBERSHIPS 
2022- Member of the Greenland Constitutional Commission.  
2022- Member of the Nuuk Art Museum Board. 
2016-  Member of the Greenland National Heritage Advisory Committee. 
2019-2021 Censor chairman, Ilisimatusarfik censor corps. 
 
FELLOWSHIPS 
2018-2019 Post-Doctoral Associate, Newnham College, University of Cambridge, UK. 
2010-2013 Research Fellow at SILA – Arctic Centre at the Ethnographic Collections, National 

Museum of Denmark, Copenhagen, Denmark.   
 
FIELD RESEARCH  
2022  Co-Principal Investigator. Project: Inughuit Creativity and Environmental 

Responsiveness in NW Greenland. PI Dr. Matthew Walls, University of Calgary. 
2021 Co-Principal Investigator. Project: Inughuit Creativity and Environmental 

Responsiveness in NW Greenland. PI Dr. Matthew Walls, University of Calgary.  
2019  Co-Principal Investigator. Project: Inughuit Creativity and Environmental 

Responsiveness in NW Greenland. PI Dr. Matthew Walls, University of Calgary.  
2017 Principal Investigator. Project: Contextualizing Death in Ancient Inuit Societies, 

Narsaq, South Greenland.  
2013 Project Coordinator: Proposal for Management of Remains in Noorliit, Nunatta 

Katersugaasiviat Allagaateqarfialu (NKA). 
2011 Principal Investigator. Project: Nordic Forum for Cultural Heritage in South 

Greenland. University of Copenhagen, NKA, National Museum of Denmark, University 
of Greenland.  

2011 Field Assistant. Project: Northeast Greenland Expedition 2011, PI Jens Fog Jensen, 
National Museum of Denmark. 

2010 Site Assistant. Point Riche, Port au Choix, Newfoundland, Canada. PI Dr. P. Renouf, 
Memorial University of Newfoundland and Provincial Archaeology Office. 
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2009 Site Assistant. Labrador CURA, Cartwright, Canada. PI Dr. L. Rankin, Memorial 
University of Newfoundland, University of New Brunswick, Parks Canada, and non-
governmental organizations.   

2008 Field Assistant. Project: Interdisciplinary research GeoArk-project 2008. PI Bjarne 
Grønnow, National Museum of Denmark and NKA.  

2007 Field Assistant. Project: Iqaluktuuq, Cambridge Bay, Victoria Island, Nunavut, Canada. 
PI Dr. Max Friesen, University of Toronto. 

2006 Field Assistant. Project: Trade and Exchange in Greenland: The Steatite Objects 
Analysis Project, Nuuk Fiord Greenland. PI Martin Appelt and Bjarne Grønnow, 
National Museum of Denmark and NKA.  

2006 Site Assistant. Project: Qorlortorsuup Tasersua Rescue Excavation of Norse Eastern 
Settlement project, South Greenland. PI Claus Andreassen, NKA. 

 
RESEARCH STAYS 
2019 Research visit at SILA – Arctic Centre at the Ethnographic Collections, National 

Museum of Denmark, Copenhagen, Denmark.   
2012 Research stay at the Museum of Anthropology and Archaeology, Cambridge, UK. 
2012  Research stay at the Canadian Museum of History, Ottawa, Canada.  
2012 Research stay at the Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa, Canada.  
2011 Research stay at the Avataq Cultural Institute, Montréal, Canada.  
2011 Research stay at the Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John’s Canada 
2010 Research stay at The Rooms Newfoundland and Labrador Museum, St. John’s, Canada.  
2010 Research stay at the Canadian Museum of Civilization, Ottawa, Canada.  
2008 Research stay at SILA – Arctic Centre at the Ethnographic Collections, National 

Museum of Denmark, Copenhagen, Denmark.  
 
ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
n.d. Kleist, M., M. Walls, O. Simigaq, G. Sadorana and A. Peary. Inughuit Nipaan: The 

future of partnership practices in Avanersuaq. In Études Inuit Studies, Special theme, 
edited by S. Desjardins, N. Lyons and M. Kleist. (submitted). 

n.d. Kleist, M. Making Inuit Archaeology Matter in Kalaallit Nunaat. In Being Indigenous 
Archaeologist: Reckoning New Paths Between Past and Present Lives, edited by 
George Nicholas and Joe Watkins. Indigenous Archaeological Series, Routledge, 
London (submitted). 

n.d. Whitridge, P. and M. Kleist. Necrontology: Housing the dead in precontact Labrador 
and Greenland. In From Individual Bodies of Social Theory: Exploring Ontologies of 
the Americas, edited by Gordon F.M. Rakita and María Cecilia Lozada. University 
Press of Florida (submitted). 

2022 Kleist, M. and Pauline K. Knudsen. Palæo-Inuit. In Trap Grønland, Kapitel 3: Historie, 
edited by Inge Høst Seiding. Trap Danmark. 

2021 Kleist, M. The Fifth Thule Expedition and its Indigenous participants who made it 
possible. In Alaska Journal of Anthropology Vol. 19, no. 1&2.  

2020 Walls, M., M. Hvidberg, Kleist, M., P. Knudsen, P. Mørch, P. Egede, G. Taylor, N. 
Phillips, S. Yamasaki, T. Watanabe. Hydrological instability and archaeological impact 
in Northwest Greenland: Sudden mass movement events signal new concerns for 
circumpolar archaeology. In Quaternary Science Reviews 248:1-11. Elsevier. 
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2020 Kleist, M. Riopelle and the Representation of the Other: The Kings of the Arctic. In 
Riopelle: The Call of Northern Landscapes and Indigenous Cultures, edited by 
Andréanne Roy, Yseult Riopelle and Jacques Des Rochers. Publishing Department of 
the Montréal Museum of Fine Arts. 

2019 Kleist, M., and M. Walls. Najukkami Ilisimasat Inughuarnillu Suleqateqarneq. In Actes 
de clloque du 21e Congès d´études/Proceedings of the 21st Inuit Studies Conference, 
edited by Ghyslain Cantin-Savoie, Matthew Schurmann, and Richard Compton, pp. 
49-60. Montréal, Québec, Canada. 

2018 Kleist, M. Anthropomorphic Images of the Late Dorset Culture. In North Atlantic 
Archaeology Journal. Vol. 5, pp. 1-25.  

2015 Betts, M., M. Hardenberg, and I. Stirling. How Animals Create Human History: 
Relational Ecology and the Dorset Polar Bear Connection. In American Antiquity 
80(1): 113-133.  

2013 Fog Jensen, J. and M. Hardenberg. Forsvundne Folk. Temahæfte 2013: Ekspeditionen. 
Det Natur og Biovidenskabelige Fakultet, Københavns Universitet. Pp. 10-12  

2012 Appelt, M. and M. Hardenberg. Tunit and the Birds – Echoes of another World. In 
Northern Worlds – Challenges and Solutions, edited by H.C. Gulløv, P.A. Toft, & C. 
Polke. Copenhagen: National Museum of Denmark. Pp. 231-246, 2012 

2011 Appelt, M. and M. Hardenberg. Tunit og fuglene – ekko fra en anden verden. In 
Tidsskriftet Grønland 3/2011. Pp. 244-252  

2011 Hardenberg, M. Unmasked Dorset People: Communicated Visual Expressions. In Art 
and Communication in Pre-Literate Societies, XXXIV Valcamonica Symposium 2011. 
Pp. 246-254 

2010 Hardenberg, M. In search of Thule children: Construction of playing houses as a 
means of socializing children. In Special Issue of Danish Journal of Geography 110(2): 
201-214. 

 
CONFERENCE PAPERS 
2022 Prioritization in a changing arctic: the need for Inuit driven certainty in ‘emergency’ 

archaeology. Porter, C., M. Walls and M. Kleist. Confronting Uncertainty: Heritage 
Pasts and Presents in Flux. 22nd Cambridge Heritage Symposium. McDonald Institute 
for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge.  Cambridge Heritage Research 
Centre.  

2021 Perspectives from a Digital Season & New Opportunities of Knowledge Co-Production 
for Arctic Archaeology. Walls, M. and M. Kleist. Paper to be presented at the 86th 
Annual Meeting - Society for American Archaeology, San Francisci, CA, USA. April 17, 
2021 

2021 Accountability in Arctic Archaeology: A Continuing Conversation for Change. D. 
Desmarais, L. Howse, M. Kleist, L. Pokiak. Paper to be presented at the 86th Annual 
Meeting - Society for American Archaeology, San Francisci, CA, USA. April 17, 2021 

2019 Local Knowledge and Inughuit Partnership. Kleist, M. Paper presented at the 21st Inuit 
Studies Conference, Montréal, CA. October 5, 2019 

2019 Necrontology: Housing the dead in precontact Labrador and South Greenland. P. 
Whitridge and Kleist, M. Paper presented at the 84th Annual Meeting - Society for 
American Archaeology, Albuquerque, NM, USA. Mortuary archaeology and ontology. 
April 14, 2019 
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2019 Growing up with stories of Kunuunnguaq, Knud Rasmussen and the Fifth Thule 
Expedition. Kleist, M. Paper presented at the 46th Annual Meeting of the Alaska 
Anthropological Association, Nome, Alaska. February 28, 2019 

2013 Roaring Louder Than the Sea of Weather: Relational Ontology and the Ancient Dorset-
Polar Bear Connection. Betts, M. W., M. Hardenberg, I. Stirling. Paper presented at 
the 46th Annual Canadian Archaeology Conference, Whistler, British Columbia, 
Canada. New Perspectives on the Material Record of Animal Symbolism and Spiritual 
Relationships. May 15-19, 2013 

2012 Dorset Artistic Expression as a means of Power and Status. M. Hardenberg. Paper 
presented at the 18th Inuit Studies Conference, Washington, DC. Arctic Inuit 
Connections: Learning from the Top of the World. October 24-28, 2012 

2011 Communicated Visual Expressions of Dorset People. M. Hardenberg. Paper presented 
at the XXIV Valcamonica Symposium, Italy. Art and Communication in Pre-literate 
Societies. July 14, 2011 

2010 In Search of Thule Children. M. Hardenberg. Poster presented at the 43rd Annual 
Canadian Archaeology Conference, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. People in the Northern 
Past: Social Approaches in Arctic Archaeology. April 28, 2010 

2009 In Search of Thule Children: Construction of Playing Houses as a Means of Socializing 
Children. M. Hardenberg. Paper presented at the IPY Workshop, Climate, 
Environment, and the Thule Culture, Copenhagen, Denmark. May 18-20, 2009 

2008 Does Archaeology of Childhood need a separate theory and method? M. Hardenberg. 
Participated in a discussion group at the International Conference Childhood in the 
Past – Recent research, Museum of Archaeology, University of Stavanger, Norway. 
September 28-30, 2008 

2006 Soap Stone exchange in historic perspective. M. Hardenberg. Paper presented at the 
15th Inuit Studies Conference, Paris, France. October 26-28, 2006 

  
REPORTS 
2019 M. Kleist, M. Walls and P. Knudsen. The Qaanaaq Regional Archaeological Survey, 

2019. 
2019 M. Kleist. Technical Final Report for Adventure Canada Expedition. 2018 Arctic Safari 

2018-29A. Government of Nunavut Department of Heritage and Culture, Igloolik.  
2018 M. Kleist. Non-Technical Report. Nunavut Archaeological Permit 2018-29A. 

Government of Nunavut Department of Heritage and Culture, Igloolik.  
2017 M. Kleist. Rapport om de registrerede gravpladser i lokaliteterne Illutalik, Sissarluttoq 

og Tuttutuup Isua ved Narsaq Sund. September 2017.  
2013  M. Hardenberg. Forslag til opstart af bevaringsprojekt af fortidsminderne på 

Noorliit/Ny Herrnhut.  
2012 Jens Fog Jensen og M. Hardenberg. Arkæologisk berejsning af området mellem Kong 

Oscars Fjord og Kejser Franz Joseph Fjord, Nordøstgrønland. Feltrapport 33. 
2011 M. Hardenberg, M. Sørensen, P. Kleinschmidt Knudsen. Nordisk Forum for Kulturarv. 

Rapport om Kulturhistorisk feltskole i Sydgrønland 2011. 
2009 A. Kroon, B.H. Jakobsen, J.B.T. Pedersen, L. Addington, L. Kaufmann, B. Grønnow, J.F. 

Jensen, M. Sørensen, H.C. Gulløv, M. Hardenberg, A.B. Gotfredsen, M. Meldgaard. 
Geographical Report of the GeoArk expeditions to North-East Greenland 2007 and 
2008. Report no. 29. SILA – The Arctic Centre at the Ethnographic Collections, The 
National Museum of Denmark. 
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2009 M. Sørensen, A.B. Gotfredsen, J.T. Pedersen, M. Hardenberg, H.C. Gulløv, B. 
Grønnow, J.F. Jensen, A. Kroon, B.H. Jakobsen. Examination of miniature features in 
the GeoArk 2008 field season. GeoArk Report 2008, no. 28. SILA – The Greenland 
Research Centre at the Nationalmuseum of Denmark. 

 
COMMUNITY DIALOGUES/PRESENTATION AND PROJECT RELATED TALKS  
2022 Itsarnisarsiornerup silarsuaa. M. Kleist, O. Simigaq, R. Meréuze and M. Walls. 

Majoriaq, Qaanaaq, Greenland. September 12, 2022 
2022 Avanersuarmi itsarnisarsiorneq nunaqavissut suleqatigalugit. M. Kleist and O. 

Simigaq. September 11, 2022 
2022 “Femte Thule Ekspedition Iluatsissimassanngikkaluarpoq peqataasimanngitsuuppata” 

Inuit Peqataasimasut Femte Thule Ekspeditionimi 1921-1924. M. Kleist. September 
11, 2022 

2022 Itsarnisarsiorneq. M. Kleist, O. Simigaq, R. Meréuze and M. Walls. Avanersuup 
Atuarfia, Qaanaaq, Greenland. September 8, 2022 

2021 Avanersuaq og arkæologi under klimaændringer. Majoriaq, Qaanaaq, Greenland. 
April 2,2021 

2019 Knudsen, P., M. Walls, M. Kleist, P. Mørch, P. Egede. Itsarli Inughuit Ilisimasaat 
Nutaaliorsinnaassusaallu. Avanersuup Atuarfia, Qaanaaq, Greenland. August 8, 2019 

2018 ERC Arctic Cult Launch Presentation. Scott Polar Research Institute Research Seminar, 
R. Powell, J. Bruun, N. L. Kaalund, M. Kleist, J. Woitkowits, Cambridge, UK. November 
6, 2018 

2017 Kleist, M. and A. Bendtsen. Narsaq Archaeology Project, Soqutiginnittunut 
Qaaqqusissut. Ilaqutariit Illuat (Community Multicenter), Narsaq, Greenland. 
September 4, 2017 

2013 Dorset kulturen i kunstnerisk perspektiv. Aktuel Forskning i Grønland. Ilimmarfik, 
University of Greenland. September 2013 

2012 Hvad er egentlig et Børnenes Museum? Lokalmuseernes formidlingspotentialer. 
Ilulissat Museum, Greenland. May 2012 

2008 Field Results: In Search of Thule Children. FABS, St. John’s, Department of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, Memorial University of Newfoundland. Fall 2008 

2008 Where have all the agents gone? Dissemination Presentation, St. John’s, Department 
of Archaeology and Anthropology, Memorial University of Newfoundland. Fall 2008 

 
MEDIA/NEWSPAPER ARTICLES/PODCAST  
2022 Oqaluttuarisaaneq – Minik & Femte Thule Ekspeditionimi Inughuit peqataasimasut. 

Qaanaap Ratiunga. Interview by David Qujaukitsoq, September 6, 2022 
2022 De grønlandske medlemmer af 5. Thule ekspedition. ”De Oversete” – 

Den Yderste Grænse, Nationalmuseet. Interview by Bjørn Harvig, September 13, 2022 
2021 Femte Thule Ekspedition og de grønlandske ekspeditionsmedlemmer. Kristeligt 

Dagblad nr. 59. Interview by Ann-Sophie Møller, December 8, 2021 
2021 300 år med grønlandske og danske forviklinger, DR, Orientering. Interview by Barbara 

Tschernia, July 3, 2021 
2020 Facebook page: Pikialasorsuaq Itsarnisarsiornerlu/Pikialasorsuaq and Archaeology, M. 

Kleist and M. Walls, June 23 - October 2, 2020 
2020 Inughuit Archaeology, Aasarpalaaq, KNR. Interview by Dagmar Mørch Dalager, August 

10, 2020 
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2019 Fieldwork in Avanersuaq, Aasarpalaaq, KNR. Interview by Maliinannguaq Mølgaard, 
August 8, 2019 

2016 Audiovisual interview for classroom teaching about being an Indigenous archaeologist. 
4th International Colloquium of the Heritage and Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
Department of Heritage of Indigenous People Faculty of Archaeology, University of 
Leiden. Interview by Anne Vera Veen, April 18, 2016 

2016 Growing Greenland’s archaeologists. Science Vol. 354, Issue 6313. Interview by Eli 
Kintisch, November 11, 2016 

2013 Billeder fra en stærkt besjælet fortid, Politiken nr. 55. Interview by Henrik Larsen, 
November 24, 2013  

2013 Fortiden til revision, Sermitsiaq nr. 49, pp. 46-47. Interview by Erik Lund, December 6, 
2013 

2013 Forsker kaster nyt lys over Dorset-kulturen, Atuagagdliutit nr. 49., pp. 22-25. Interview 
by Josephine Schnohr, December 4, 2013 

2010 Ilisimatusarneq, Iterluarnaaq, KNR. May 6, 2010 
2010 Student Spotlight Archaeology, Research Matters, Arts Edition, Memorial University’s 

Research Magazine. Winter 2010 no. 2.  
2006 Inuit-kultur til debat/Inuit kulturiat oqallisigalugu, Sermitsiaq nr. 46, J. Heinrich, L.N. 

Lynge, M. Hardenberg, pp. 30-31, November 17, 2006 
 
 


