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Sara Olsvig, PhD, is an Inuk leader and former Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Council (2022-2026).
She is a dedicated defender of Indigenous Peoples’ rights and human rights. Dr. Olsvig holds
extensive experience in politics, leadership, academia and international advocacy. She has served
as member of the Parliament of Denmark (2011-2015) and the Parliament of Kalaallit Nunaat
(Greenland) (2013-2018). Olsvig was Vice Premier and Minister for Social Affairs, Families, Gender
Equality and Justice from 2016 to 2018. As a parliamentarian, she served as chair of The Greenland
Committee and the Standing Committee of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region.

Olsvig contributed actively to the work of Kalaallit Nunaat’s Constitutional Commission and
Human Rights Council. In 2024, Sara Olsvig was a member of the UN Secretary-General’s Panel on
Critical Energy Transition Minerals and was a recipient of the 2023 Womenomics Inclusion Award.
In 2026, Olsvig was awarded the Arctic Encounter Friend of the Far North Award.

Olsvig holds a Master of Science in Anthropology from the University of Copenhagen, and a PhD-
degree in Arctic studies from Ilisimatusarfik — the University of Greenland.

SKILLS & ABILITIES

Expertise in diplomacy, human rights and the rights of Indigenous Peoples, International Relations,
leadership and Arctic governance.

EXPERIENCE AND LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

2026 - Board Member and Delegate, Inuit Circumpolar Council Kalaallit Nunaat
2022 - 2026 International Chair, Inuit Circumpolar Council

2025 - Affiliated Researcher, Ilisimatusarfik — the University of Greenland

2020 - 2025 Ph.D.-fellow, Institute of Social Science, Economics & Journalism,

Department of Arctic Social Science & Economics, llisimatusarfik

2019 -2020 Head of Programme, Greenland, UNICEF Denmark
2014 -2018 Leader of political party Inuit Atagatigiit
2016 -2018 Vice Premier and Minister for Social Affairs, Families, Gender Equality

and Justice, Naalakkersuisut - Government of Greenland



2013 -2018 Member of Parliament, Inatsisartut - Parliament of Greenland

2011 -2015 Member of Parliament, Folketinget - Parliament of Denmark

2009 - 2011 Coordinator of Human Rights Issues, Inuit Circumpolar Council,
Greenland, from 2011 Executive Director, Inuit Circumpolar Council,
Greenland

2008 - 2009 Secretary to Member of Parliament, The North Atlantic Group,
Folketinget

2007 — 2008 Student Assistant, The North Atlantic Group, Folketinget

2005 —-2008 Student Assistant, Inuit Circumpolar Council Greenland

2004 —- 2006 Student Assistant, the North Atlantic House, Copenhagen

2002 - 2004 Project Officer, Danish Centre for Environment and Energy, Denmark

AWARDS

2026 Friend of the Far North Award, Arctic Encounter, Anchorage, Alaska

2023 Womenomics Inclusion Award, Womenomics Above and Beyond,

Copenhagen, Denmark

EDUCATION

2025 Ph.D. in Arctic Studies — Culture, Language and Social Studies
2008 Cand. Scient. Anth. (Anthropologist), University of Copenhagen
2002 BA in Cultural and Social History of Greenland, llisimatusarfik
1998 HF Student, Frederikshavn Gymnasium and HF

1996 Ordinary seaman, Training Ship Georg Stage

COURSES AND PROGRAMS

2016 Pre-MBA Education (Mini MBA), Probana Business School

2009 Journalism for communication officers, single course, Danish School of
Media and Journalism

2005 Indigenous Peoples in the International System, International Training
Center of Indigenous Peoples, Nuuk, Greenland

2000 Intensive course in English as a Second Language, School of Linguistics
and Applied Language Studies ESL Intensive Courses, Carleton
University, Canada

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

2011 -2015 Parliament of Denmark, Committee memberships, among others:
¢ The Greenland Committee (Chair),

¢ The Foreign Policy Committee,



2013 -2018

¢ The Defense Committee,
e The Environment Committee,

e Standing Committee of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (Vice-
Chair and Chair),

¢ Nordic Council (alternate member),

e NATO’s Parliamentary Assembly (member and later alternate
member)

Parliament of Greenland, Committee memberships, among others:
e The Foreign and Security Policy Committee (Vice Chair),

¢ The Finance and Fiscal Affairs Committee (Vice Chair),

¢ The Legal Affairs Committee,

¢ The Conservation and Environment Committee,

e The Family and Health Committee,

e The Scrutiny and Eligibility Committee.

OTHER LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

2026 — currently

2022 -2026

2024 — currently
2022 —currently
2021 —currently
2021 —currently

2021 -2022
2020 - 2023
2019 -2023
2019 - 2021
2019 -2023
2019 - 2022
2019 - 2020
2018 — 2026
2013 -2015
2013 -2014

Board Member, The International Institute for Sustainable
Development

International Chair, Inuit Circumpolar Council

Member, Greenland Health Research Ethics Committee

Advisory Board Member, Harvard Kennedy School Arctic Initiative
Board Member, Pisiffik A/S

Member and Chair since 2022, Advisory Board, Arctic Circle Assembly
Board Member, Oceans North Kalaallit Nunaat,

Appointed Member, The Constitutional Commission of Greenland,
member of the Working Group on Rights and Duties

Member, the Human Rights Council of Greenland

Chairperson, the Human Rights Council of Greenland

Board Member, International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs
Board Member, Pink Polar Bear Foundation

Board Member, Transparency International Greenland,

Delegate, Inuit Circumpolar Council Kalaallit Nunaat, appointed by the
parliament of Greenland, Inatsisartut

Board Member, IKIU, the independent legal aid in Greenland

Board Member, Det Grgnlandske Selskab



2002 - 2003

Board Member, Avalak, the organizationen of Greenlandic students in
Danmark

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

See full list: https://uk.uni.gl/find-employee/affiliated/sara-olsvig/
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